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Meetings are held 7:30pm first Tuesday of the month
every month except January, upstairs at
Collegians Club Wollongong

Editor's note: Welcome to the new year and a somewhat
belated and combined first newsletter for 2010.

Thanks for a few article contributions for the newsletter
from Jeff Randell. Again this newsletter we are lucky to
have lots of fishing pictures from the last few months,
keep ‘em coming !

A reminder that Jonathon Clewlow of FlyLife fame is our
guest speaker for Feb 2010 — JC is a fantastic presenter
and sure to entertain.

For any newsletter of club ideas, comments or corrections
please let me know mrjulianroywatson@hotmail.com or
on 0418 631 225 — Julian Watson.

The Fly of the Month for February is the legendary Ray’s
Epoxy Shrimp, and for March is the Kosciuszko Dun. A
full list of the year’s flies is included as an attachment with
this month’s newsletter.

The newsletter is predominately delivered by email, and
the format has been re-structured so that it should be
quickly down-loadable, including for dial-up systems.
Contact me if you are interested on 4285 8729, or email:
mrjulianroywatson@hotmail.com. | can do a trial sending
if it helps.

Note the change in Club Casting location — see Club
News.

Barry Gentle — NZ fishing glory.




LAST MEETING

Members attendance

Approximately 50 members attended the Christmas Party, which was again a really enjoyable night of
fishing talk and food (always a

good combination).

New Members
No new members this month.

Guest Speaker

As this was the Christmas
Party there was no specific
guest speaker, but rather we
were entertained by Neil's
President’s report and a great
slide show throughout the
evening.

Fishing Reports

Check our pictures throughout
the newsletter for a pictorial
summary of recent fishing.

Fly Tying

A reminder that Club tying evenings are the second Phil O'Brien on the Thredbo
Wednesday of each month, upstairs at Collegians. A

summary of flies for the remainder of 2010 is

included as an attachment with the newsletter.

Club Casting

A reminder that Club Casting days are now at Stewart Park, with all members welcome to attend.
Thanks to Michael Parkinson for the casting results for the end of the year. We look forward to
continued good showings for the casting days. Don’t forget that they are not just about light-hearted
competition but also a great chance to try a few different rods, lines and combinations.

Accuracy results for November 2009 were sent through by Neil Nelson (Ta Neil and Michael):

DISTANCE

Barry Gentle 28m it was an absolute cracking cast !
Leo Harding 26m

Ray Ellis 25.50m

ACCURACY

The bar at the end of the lagoon has been breached and we were confronted with not only a Nor'
Easterly, but moving targets as the tide came in !!

Neil Nelson 10 points
Chris Harding 16 points
Leo Harding 25 points
Peter Harding 1 point
Ray Ellis 23 points



Steve Maber 3 points
Barry Gentle 3 points

The Accuracy results for 2008-2009 were:
1. Gordon McComb

Distance results for 2008-2009 were:
A tie between Neil Nelson
and Barry Gentle.

Congrats to Gordon, Barry
and Neil !

Club Website

Check out the club’s website
www.illawarraflyfishers.com.

CLUB NEWS Ray Ellis with a carp from the Yass trip in

November
NSW Water Info
A NSW government website that members may be interested in is waterinfo.nsw.gov.au. This site
has a range of river height and flow data for rivers across the state, from catchments somewhere on
the Central Tablelands to the ‘bidgee and Tumut. Check the ‘rivers’ and ‘daily river reports’ sublinks.

Largest Fish Competition2009-2010

The new club year’s competition is now underway. This is managed by Phil O’Brien. If you have had

a successful catch let Phil know. If you can’t make the meeting contact him with your details on 0408

224 154, leave a message or SMS, send a fax to 02 4268 5166, or email

phil.obrien@adjuvate.com.au.

Fish must be caught on fly, in season, in NSW waters. All species are eligible. Size is measured from
the tip of the nose to the end of the tail (bass to tail
fork).

Please supply: the species and size; who caught it;
the fly used and hook size; the tippet weight; and the
location.

Guest Speaker

Our next guest speaker is Adrian Tarmo. Adrian
resides in Canberra and runs a business called
“Adventure Fly Fishing”. He guides fly fishers into the
more “remote” areas of the Snowies via hike,
mountain bike or motorized mountain bike. Should
prove to be a great night.

Club Gear

Club shirts are available in both the older bottle green
long sleeve style ($15) and

the newer blue short sleeve style ($20). Most sizes
are available, though the smaller sizes are limited.
Shirts are available from Kerry Nichol at Club
meetings.
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Ray with a carp from the Yass trip in Club Casting Day
November Remember that casting is held the Sunday after the

monthly club meeting, at Stewart Park It's a great
chance to see other casters and try different equipment.

Fly Tying Nights

Remember that fly ting is held on the
second Wednesday of each month at
7,30, upstairs at Collegians.

For Sale

Julian Watson has a ‘BFR Modula’ 8/9
weight reel, with two spare cassettes
(spools), one with a slight bit of damage,
and a soft neoprene pouch. This is a
good intro or backup reel, British made.
$80. 0418 631 225.

Also Julian has for sale a Stalker brand
‘guide series’ fly fishing vest. It's a great
vest but the XL size is just a bit too
large. RRP is $59.99, will sell for $40

ono. 0418 631 225. Barry Gentle with a salmon off the rocks

David Vale has a rod for sale:
Sage Xi2, 9 feet long, 10 wt, purchased June 2008, very little used, as new condition. $700.

David can be contacted on 4625 6926 (hm), 0419 355 750 (mobile) for inspection or to discuss.

Fiberglass canoe for sale. Very good condition. $350 ono. Contact Leo Harding on 4283 4056 ah or
0418 968 056.

Club Outings
If anyone would like to suggest a place to hold a fishing event through the rest of the year
please feel free to ring Jeff Randell or speak to him at our monthly club meetings.
Current trips planned include:



Lake Burley Griffin, Canberra — Saturday 30 Jan — carp and redfin
St Georges Basin — Saturday 13" Feb — estuary species
Eucumbene - Feb 26-28 — trout.

Car Pooling
Club members may wish to share costs and company by car pooling. Prior to an official or unofficial
club trip, please let Jeff Randall know. Jeff and trip organisers can then help in coordinating.

Boat Pooling

Where there is an official or unofficial club trip planned, which entertains the use of a boat, and you
would like to have another club member/s on board, please let Jeff Randall know so we can advise
interested club members.

Un-official Club Trips:- Weekday, Weekend or Day tr  ips.

Any club member who is keen to invite a member/s on outings that are not organised by the club are
welcome to do so.

If you are a shift worker, retired or on holidays and would like to plan something, please feel free to
contact Jeff Randall so we can pass on the information to other keen members.

(Contact details: last page.) Fridge Magnet€lub fridge magnets are available (free) from Barry Gentle
or David Vale at club meetings.

If you have a magnet or are getting one, please note that the Treasurer is now Barry Gentle and
newsletter editor Julian Watson.

More of Barry Gentle’s NZ trip.



Happy Jacks
Jeff Randall

As you may recall, in 2009 our club had guest speaker, Adrian Tarmo from ‘Tarmo’s Fishing
Adventures’. Adrian offers specialised guiding into Happy Jacks and the Tooma rivers, high up in the
Snowy Mountains. Both Happy Jacks and the Tooma rivers are difficult to access, as motor vehicle
use is prohibited, and besides there is a locked gate which prevents illegal entry of vehicles. The
distances and the steep climbs and descents to reach the rivers also make the idea of hiking
unappealing. Adrian came up with the unique idea of using motorised Mountain Bikes to make access
to these two locations an easier and practical solution.

Hearing Adrian talk at our club aroused my adventurous spirit. | decided to arrange a 3 day/2 night
trip with Adrian. | wanted to fish Happy Jacks River, the more remote of the two river systems. |
invited the lllawarra Club President, Neil Nelson. Neil, being an enthusiastic (obsessed) fly fisherman
and with his scouting and orienteering background was eager to be part of the trip.

In late November 2009, Adrian, Neil and | headed up to Happy Jacks. Once we arrived at the locked
gate to Happy Jacks Adrian had us do a test ride, so we had practical experience riding the bike
under power. It did not take long to get used to riding a bike again. After all it's only been about 30
years since | was last on a pushbike! Once that was done, all three bikes had pannier bags added to
carry all our food and other paraphernalia that we would need on our ride in. We were also equipped
with back packs containing camping gear, water bladders, and especially all our fishing equipment.
The road into Happy Jacks comprises a long descent on a gravel and dirt road. The road is well
maintained by ‘Snowy Hydro’ and, provided you take a sensible approach and don’t try to go too fast,
the bikes handle the conditions easily.

Our first stop was just under a road bridge and below a small dam where the Tumut and Happy Jacks
River converges. It did not take us long to set up our rods. Neil chose to fish upstream of the bridge
while Adrian and | head down stream. Neil successfully caught two good sized Rainbows over 35cm.
| caught and released four Rainbows, with two being around 25cm. Adrian had a fish as well and also
caught a few smaller Rainbows. With daylight starting to wane it was time to remount our bikes and
head to our campsite which was still a few kilometres away.



After crossing the road bridge there is a steep ascent and this was to be our first test utilising the
power assistance on the bikes. Neil and | did ourselves proud and thankfully the bikes lived up to our
expectations, easily taking us up the steep incline and so onto our campsite. Adrian provided all
camping equipment which included single man tents, inflatable air mattresses and pillows, sleeping
bags and silk liners. Our campsite was quickly established and Adrian started preparing our gourmet
dinner. Once our appetites were sated and fishing stories shared, it was time to crawl into our beds
and rest up for the next day.

Adrian prepared a light breakfast of cereal, home style bacon and sausages. This meal was clearly
intended to sustain us for the long day of fishing that lay ahead. The only thing spoiling breakfast was
the need to get a fly onto water. Thankfully, not far from our campsite, there was a gorge in which
about 150 metres below us, flowed Happy Jacks. The view from the top of the gorge is spectacular,
and as you look down onto the stream below, the anticipation of being able to cast a line onto the
pristine water really tests your patience. Fortunately the climb down to the stream was quite easy as
steps have been cut into the rocks from those workers who had worked on the ‘Snowy Hydro
Scheme’ all those years ago.

This time Neil and Adrian chose to go down stream. | commenced fishing upstream and | was not
waiting too long before | was into a nice Rainbow of about 28cm caught on a Pheasant Tail Nymph in
the first pool | fished. The going was tough too, as | moved from pool to pool. | soon gave up
scrambling over boulders and trying to get around dense foliage, finally deciding that wet wading
wherever possible was my best option. The pools were all enticing and there were small fish in every
one of them ready and willing to eat a fly, well presented or not! | decided to fish a dry fly, and so tied
on a Royal Wulff.



Casting from behind a boulder mid- stream, | repeatedly cast over what | thought to be a particularly
fishy part of the pool. On the fourth cast | was rewarded when a rather splashy rise greeted my fly
and after a good struggle | landed my best fish of the trip, a lovely 38cm Brown. A few more smaller
fish followed and then reluctantly | had to head back to camp for a quick lunch before we departed on
our afternoon sojourn to the open plains section of Happy Jacks.

After lunch we were back on the bikes and traveling out to the high plains. Again, the chance to fish
an entirely different section of this pretty stream whets your appetite. The plains seem to just open
before you and the views are stunning. We stowed the bikes and a more leisurely walk soon gets you
onto the water. Fishing bank side is much easier here and perhaps causes you to move in too close,
which easily spooks the fish in this section of river. Unfortunately | quickly fell into this trap until Adrian
politely pointed out my error and showed me his more subtle and stealthy approach.

Meanwhile Neil was having one of those days where the hook just would not stick. After landing a few
small Rainbows, Neil succeeded in hooking up and dropping a number of quality sized fish! | think we
have all had days like that at one time or another. We fished some lovely open country stream and
were often greeted by the strikes of pesky little Rainbows. Neil hooked one and was slightly over
enthusiastic in setting the hook, as the little fish soared out of the water and thumped into Neil's
chest.

With evening setting in we returned to the bikes and on the way Adrian stopped to retrieve a casket of
wine, he had stored at the old remnants of the Happy Jacks settlement. Adrian returned with an
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empty casket. The casket had been chewed into and Adrian surmised that there must be one very
drunk, but happy rodent roaming the countryside. Back at camp Adrian treated us to another gourmet
meal consisting of a delectable Scotch fillet steak with dumplings. All this produced on a little fuel
camp stove. My sleeping bag was a welcome friend that night as | crawled into my tent after another
great day.

IFFC LIBRARY

The Club maintains a library of approximately 75 books, videos and DVDs as well as over a hundred
magazines including "Flylife" and a number of English and American trout fishing magazines.

At present there are no fees charged for borrowing and the library is dependent upon people
returning the books etc in a timely manner. To borrow books etc just SEE Gary Batey at the back of
the meeting room and fill out the appropriate list, its as easy as that. Please endeavour to return your
borrowings at the next club meeting.




MISCELLANEY

Michael Parkinson sent in this picture and commenta ry:

“You might be interested in this shot for the next newsletter. While not of a club member he was my
fishing companion on the Thredbo at Bullock's Flat near Ski Tube. Our little (!) friend appeared after
a few minutes after Brian got up on the rock to cast into the pool. He was a nice big tiger. A little
gentle persuasion had him slide under the rock only to re-emerge about 10 minutes later. So if
anyone fishes the Thredbo just downstream of the rail bridge be aware of this little fellow's hidey hole.
Cheers

Mike

PS. No fish that day. The river was very dirty and running a banker after heavy storm the night
before along the Crackenback.”

Jeff Randell sent in some info regarding bass legend John Bethune’s new venture on the Central
Coast — check out www.littlemooneycreek.com.au

Neil Nelson, Leo Harding and Jeff met John Bethune while fishing the Colo. He is involved in setting
up a Native Fishing Park up on the central Coast. The website is basic at the moment but is to be
updated in the near future.
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CLUB CALENDAR JAN, FEB, MARCH 2010

DATE DAY TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

Jan 30 Sat Carp and Redfin Lake Burley Griffin, Canberra
Feblst Mon 7:30pm | Management committee Meeting Collegians, upstairs

Feb 2nd Tue 7.30pm | Monthly Meeting — Jonathon Clewlow Collegians, upstairs

Feb 13 Sat Estuary species St Georges Basin

Feb 26-28 | Fri-Sun Eucumbene Lake for trout Eucumbene

Marlst Mon 7:30pm | Management committee Meeting Collegians, upstairs

Mar 2nd Tue 7.30pm | Monthly Meeting — Jonathon Clewlow Collegians, upstairs

Mar 19-21 Fri-Sun Eucumbene and Murrumbidgee Rivers Snowy Mountain Alpine Cabins

Adaminaby

Ray Ellis with a fantastic 500mm bass !
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ILLAWARRA FLY FISHERS' LARGEST FISH REGISTER

Fish must be caught on fly, in season, in NSW public waters and equal or exceed the

minimum length requirements. Bass to be measured to tail fork.

A separate register noting interstate and overseas captures will also be retained

28" December 09

SPECIES FLY FISHER| Lengthin FLY AND HOOK TIPPET | LOCATION
CM or SIZE IN
Weight POUNDS
Kg
Australian Ray Ellis 50 Crickroach Shoalhaven
Bass
Atlantic
Salmon
Australian Adam Kearns 61 Eye fly 12 Botany Bay
Salmon Ray Ellis Coalcliff
Bonito
Bream
Brook
Trout
Brown
Trout
Carp Ray Ellis 72 Brown Floating Yass
Crawfish
Estuary Perch Ray Ellis 26.7 Rays epoxy Shoalhayven
Flathead
Kingfish Adam Kearns 67 White Deceiver 20 Botany Ba
Frigate
Mackerel
Luderick
Mullet Don Wilkinson 34 # 14 rabbit bread fly 5 Mamurra
River
Rainbow Neil Nelson 54 Globug 5 Eucumbene
Trout River
Striped
Tuna
Tailor Ray Ellis 34 Rays Epoxy Lake
lllawarra
Trevally
Whiting Ray Ellis 38 Rays Epoxy Lake
lllawarra
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2009 — 2010 CLUB COMMITTEE AND POSITIONS

President:

Neil Nelson

Phone: 9548 1537

Email: nnelson@irt.org.au

Treasurer:
Barry Gentle
Phone: 4237 7452

Book, Video and Magazine
Coordinator:

Gary Batey

Phone: 4256 5719

Fly-tying Competition
Coordinator:

Kim Prehn

Phone:

Interclub Liaison Officer:
Neil Nelson
Phone: 9548 1537

Name Badge Officer:
Ben Campbell

Public Officer:
Gary Hickson
Phone: 4271 1544
Vice President:

Chris Harding
Phone: 4285 1934

Newsletter Editor:

Julian Watson

Phone: 4285 8729

Email:
mrjulianroywatson@hotmail.com

Club Shirt Coordinator:
Kerry Nicol
Phone: 9977 5453

Fly-tying Monthly Workshop
Coordinator:

Gordon McComb

Phone: 4284 5164

Largest Fish Competition
Coordinator:

Phil O'Brien

Phone: 0408 224 154

Publicity Officer:

Gary Wade

0407 969 529
fishing@reeldeal.net.au

Secretary:
Leo Harding
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Phone : 4283 4056

Website Manager:
Gary Hickson
Phone: (H) 4271 1544,
(W) 4275 3462 Email:
gch9255@gmail.com

Fly casting Coordinator:
Michael Parkinson
Phone: 4229 2087

Guest Speaker Coordinator:
Chris Harding
Phone: 4285 1934

Meet and Greet Officer:
Mike Parkinson
Phone: 4229 2087

Outing Coordinator:
Jeff Randal
Phone: 9824 8154

Club Meeting Raffle
Coordinator:
Ben Campbell



